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Abstract 

Speaking is one of skills that should be mastered by the students who are learning English to be 

able to communicate and to express their feeling or sharing their opinion either in formal or 

informal context. Speaking English in formal context requires Formal English which raises 

problems for the students. This research aimed to find out the students’ problems and strategies 

in learning speaking using Formal English in formal context at English Language Education 

Department (ELED). This research used qualitative approach with descriptive qualitative design. 

The researcher conducted this research at one of private universities in Yogyakarta involving 

four participants of ELED students, batch 2019. Interview was used as the technique to collect 

the data. The findings of this research related to the students’ problems in learning speaking 

using Formal English in formal context were the students’ inability to differentiate between 

formal and informal English, students’ lack of linguistic mastery in vocabulary and grammar, 

students’ nervousness, and students’ lack of practice. Meanwhile, the strategies that the students 

applied were using video, textbooks, and joining group work.  
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