
SOUTH KOREA’S INTEREST IN GIVING COVID-

19 TEST KITS AID TO INDONESIA IN 2020 

 UNDERGRADUATE THESIS  

  

Arranged by: 

Alyssa Aurelia Primayulita 

20170510142 

 

 

DEPARTEMENT OF INTERNATIONAL 

PROGRAM OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

FACULTY OF SOCIAL AND POLITICAL 

SCIENCES 

UNIVERSITAS MUHAMMADIYAH 

YOGYAKARTA 

2021



 

i 
 

TITLE PAGE 

SOUTH KOREA’S INTEREST IN GIVING COVID-19 

TEST KITS AID TO INDONESIA IN 2020 

 UNDERGRADUATE THESIS  

  

Arranged by: 

Alyssa Aurelia Primayulita 

20170510142 

Supervisor: 

Arie Kusuma Paksi,PhD 

 

DEPARTEMENT OF INTERNATIONAL 

PROGRAM OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

FACULTY OF SOCIAL AND POLITICAL 

SCIENCES 

UNIVERSITAS MUHAMMADIYAH 

YOGYAKARTA 

2021



 

iii 
 

STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY 

 I, the undersigned, hereby declare that this 

undergraduate thesis entitled “South Korea’s Interest in 

Giving COVID-19 Test Kits to Indonesia in 2020” the 

content of this research is my own work, and that to the 

best of my knowledge, this thesis has not been submitted 

for any degree or other purposes. 

 I certify that the intellectual content of this thesis 

is the product of my own work and that all the assistance 

received in preparing this thesis and sources have been 

acknowledged. 

 I made this statement truthfully and in case of 

any discrepancy found in this statement in the future, I 

am willing to accept academic danction and be processed 

in accordance with the applicable provisions at 

Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta. 

 

Yogyakarta, July 24th, 2021 

 

 

  

 

Alyssa Aurelia Primayulita 

20170510142 

  



 

iv 
 

MOTTO 

 

“As long as you believe in Allah SWT, then everything 

will be okay” 

 

 

“Once you set up your dream, 1000 doors open for you” 

 

 

“Justice is for everyone” 

 



 

v 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

حِيم حْمَنِِ الرَّ   بسِْمِِ اللََِِّ الرَّ

First and foremost, I would like to praise Allah SWT, 

the all-wise God and the almighty God for granting me strength 

and encouragement during my studies, without His will and 

blessings, I would never be able to pursue my Bachelor of 

Political Science degree and finished my thesis with the title of: 

South Korea’s Interests in Giving COVID-19 Test Kits 

Assistance to Indonesia in 2020. Shalawat and salam may be 

poured out to the Prophet Muhammad SAW who has brought us 

from the dark era to the bright era. 

 My highest gratitude is addressed to my 

supervisor, Mr. Arie Kusuma Paksi, S.IP, M.A., Ph.D., 

for his assistances, continuous supervisions, support that 

continues to motivate me and the other students to be 

able to complete the thesis on time, and critical thoughts 

so that I can write this thesis well. Equally special 

gratitude to Mrs. Ratih Herningtyas, S.IP., M.A., as my 

lecturer while taking the International Relations Seminar 

class and then still give a lot of inputs and suggestions in 

the work of my thesis until it is finished, thank you very 

much for your kindness. 

My highest gratitude and appreciation for all of 

my examiners during I defended my undergraduate 

thesis: Mrs. Siti Muslikhati, S.IP., M.Si and Mr. Zain 

Maulana, Ph.D., then the examiners of my proposal that 

have been becoming really amazing to give me feedbacks 

and enlightenments. 



 

vi 
 

To my lecturer during my student exchange at 

Sunmoon University, South Korea, Professor Heo Jun 

who is willing to read my proposal and provide 

comments and feedbacks, thank you very much. 

I would also like to deliver my highest gratitude 

to The Ambassador of Indonesia to the Republic of Korea 

since 2017, Mr. Umar Hadi who has been willing to be a 

resource person for my interview in the preparation of 

this thesis, thank you Sir for your amazing and clear 

answers so that I can write my thesis easier, I hope you 

are healthy and successful always. 

This undergraduate thesis was written and to be 

submitted to the International Program of International 

Relations, Department of International Relations, Faculty 

of Social and Political Sciences, Universitas 

Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta as the result of my learning 

process throughout the whole academic years in 

university. The author realizes that there may still be 

many shortcomings in this paper, therefore constructive 

criticism and suggestions, God willing, will always be 

accepted by the author. Besides, the author wishes this 

undergraduate thesis will be beneficial for those who read 

it despite the lacking within it. 



 

vii 
 

EXTENDED GRATITUDE 

 

This undergraduate thesis and more or less four 

years of study would only be possible if I received 

significant support from the people I care about. All the 

words of the world are probably not enough to describe 

how meaningful and grateful I am to all of them who 

have continued to accompany me since I started college, 

worked on my thesis, until I was able to finish it as it is 

today. Within this page, i dedicated this undergraduate 

thesis to those whom i want to thank wholeheartedly: 

 

1. My amazing, super strong, independent, and 

role model, the one and only Mama Lelly 

Nita Honey. Raising my brother and I was 

not easy, especially when she had to fend for 

herself for a long time by making sure that 

her children grew up well, smart, and 

religiously obedient. Even though until now 

(in my opinion), I have not been able to make 

Mama proud, I will continue to fight until I 

become a successful person for my family. 

Mama who has always supported me since 

childhood, Mama who I can always rely on, 

Mama also who helped me discover my 

interests and talents. There are so many 

things I want to tell Mama, so many bitter 

and sweet things that Mama has been 

through, and I am not even kind enough to be 

able to express all my feelings to Mama, as I 

do now. In short, thank you very much 

Mama for everything that has been given to 

me, I hope Mama is always healthy. 



 

viii 
 

 

2. My Papa, Dadan Pramadhana Wijaya, thank 

you Pah for the support so far, thank you for 

still loving me and my brother, we have been 

through many things, even though we 

already have and are happy with our own 

ways of life, Papa is still a father for us. 

Always take care of your health, Papa. 

 

3. My younger brother, Yusuf Faraz Mawardhi, 

who has grown up with me since I we were 

child with lots of fights and laughter between 

us. I wish you to be a successful person in 

the future 

 

4. Om Bowo, thank you for giving me a lot of 

knowledge and advice while I was studying 

and working on my thesis. 

 

5. Mbah Uti who always prays for me and 

cooks delicious food every time I return to 

Banten. 

 

6. My big family, grandparents, uncles, aunts, 

cousins who always support and pray for me. 

 

7. My Hadikusumo Family (Shania Afridita, 

Vellya Utami Cania, Luna Tristofa, 

Mauditya Dian Ramadhani, Rukhmi Agustin 

Anjani, Saskia Aulia Rahma, Devia Farida 

Ramadhanti, and Riska Gusni Prasetyanti), 

my best friends during college, without you I 

would not have been able to survive in this 

lecture. Thank you very much for the 

beautiful memories, sharing jokes, gossips, 

class materials, enthusiasm to get good 



 

ix 
 

grades, playing games, doing assignments 

and exams together, traveling, eating 

together and so on, let’s be friends forever.  

8. IPIREL 2017, friends who gave many stories 

and colors during this college period 

especially Ludhi, Sekar, Fajof, Della, Salma 

Nabiha, Arka and etc. 

 

9. My seniors who were willing discuss my 

thesis, Kak Barry who gave me a lot of 

suggestions and input on writing my thesis, 

Kak Lana and Kak Reza who also gave some 

input on this thesis. Including Syafiq, who 

were willing to listen to my thesis problems. 

Thank you very much wish you success 

always.  

 

10. BEM FISIPOL UMY 2018 – 2019 family. 

An organization that made me a person who 

was one step ahead, found many new 

perspectives, made many new friends, and 

was more sensitive to issues that I previously 

did not pay attention to. Thank you for the 

very valuable lesson.  

 

11. Youth Development Community, my friends 

who have the same goal, namely to continue 

to be active youth and continue to develop 

and provide a positive impact on society, 

hopefully we can all be successful in the 

future. 

 

12. Journal of International Relations staffs, who 

are very kind and very pleasant when I do 

my thesis in the office, thank you for the 

friendly and interesting chat and delicious 

lunch that is always provided.  



 

x 
 

 

13. My Indonesian and international friends that 

I met in South Korea during student 

exchange, especially Kim Daesung who 

helped me find reference books in the 

Sunmoon University library because I 

couldn't find them on the regular shelves and 

my lack of Korean language, thank you so 

much for the beautiful memories. I always 

remember each one of you, I hope I can go to 

Korea in the future and we can meet again. 

 

14. My Idol, EXO, NCT, Seventeen especially 

Byun Baekhyun, Oh Sehun, Park Chanyeol, 

Mark Lee, Jung Jaehyun, Lee Jeno, Lucas, 

Hendery, Lee Taeyong, Kim Mingyu, Hansol 

Vernon Chwe, and all Korean artists and 

actors that I watched the drama, thank you 

very much for being my inspiration, and 

stress reliever when I experienced boredom 

in working on this thesis.  

 

15. My beautiful cats, Meow and Bubu, also my 

cutie kittens, Livvy, Mixy, Mbul, and Bejo, 

you always make me happy especially during 

i got stressed up of my thesis writing, thank 

you so much, I love you. 

 

16. My number one best bestfriend, Safero 

Goldy Putra Syanora, thank you for always 

being there for me, thank you for helping me 

a lot in doing this thesis, helped me in 

finding datas, helped me in editing my thesis, 

thank you for being willing to be bothered by 

me in various bother me, thank you for your 

own way of entertaining me when I have a 

lot of thoughts, thank you for all your 



 

xi 
 

support, helped me in literally everything and 

I am so grateful for your existence.  

 

17. Last but not least, I want to thank myself for 

being able to survive until now, being able to 

finish this thesis work despite many lacks, 

thank you for always trying and also being 

able to strike a balance between thesis, work, 

and work, and your hobbies. In the future, I 

hope I can be more disciplined, not delaying 

any more work that can even be completed in 

a short time, not over thinking which only 

wastes your time, energy and emotions, not 

feeling insecure about how other people look 

great and amazing. Everyone has their own 

story and life path, remember that you can 

too, you are great. 

  



 

xii 
 

Table of Contents 

TITLE PAGE ................................................................... i 

ENDORSEMENT PAGE ................................................ ii 

SOUTH KOREA’S INTEREST IN GIVING COVID-19 

TEST KITS AID TO INDONESIA IN 2020 .................. ii 

 ......................................................................................... ii 

STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY ............................... iii 

MOTTO.......................................................................... iv 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ............................................... v 

EXTENDED GRATITUDE .......................................... vii 

Table of Contents .......................................................... xii 

List of Tables .................................................................xiv 

List of Figures ................................................................ xv 

ABSTRACT ..................................................................xvi 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION ....................................... 1 

A. Background .......................................................... 1 

B. Research Question ................................................ 6 

C. Theoretical Framework ........................................ 6 

D. Hypothesis .......................................................... 11 

E. Research Methodology ....................................... 12 

1. Unit of Analysis ............................................. 12 

2. Method of Collecting Data ............................. 12 

3. Methods of Analysis ....................................... 12 

F. Scope of Research .............................................. 12 

G. Purpose of the Research ..................................... 13 



 

xiii 
 

H. Outline ................................................................ 13 

CHAPTER II ANALYSIS ............................................. 14 

A. COVID-19 as global problem ............................ 14 

B. South Korea’s Effort in Combating the Pandemic

 16 

1. South Korea’s Success in Handling the 

COVID-19 Cases ................................................... 18 

2. South Korea’s Promotion of Its Success to 

International ........................................................... 22 

C. COVID-19 in Indonesia ..................................... 23 

1. Lack of Medical Facilities which Impacted 

Only Few People has been Tested .......................... 26 

2. Poor Indonesian Government Policies during 

the Pandemic .......................................................... 30 

3. Little Public Awareness of the COVID-19 

Pandemic ................................................................ 31 

D. Analysis the Interest of South Korea in Choosing 

Indonesia as One of The Countries to Export COVID-

19 Test Kit .................................................................. 33 

1. Study of Relationship between South Korea 

and Indonesia from Time to Time .......................... 34 

2. South Korea – Indonesia Relations under New 

Southern Policy ...................................................... 38 

3. Analysis The Interests of South Korea in 

Choosing Indonesia as One of The Priority 

Countries ................................................................ 43 

CHAPTER III ................................................................. 49 

Bibliography ................................................................... 51 

 



 

xiv 
 

List of Tables 

Table 2 1 Countries with Highest Cases 03/28/2020 ..... 15 

Table 2 2 Number of Testing Conducted by ASEAN 

Countries and South Korea ............................................ 28 

Table 2 3 ASEAN Member Data in 2017 ...................... 40 

 



 

xv 
 

List of Figures 

Figure 2 1 COVID-19 Cases in Korea January - April 

2020 ................................................................................ 22 

Figure 2 2 Mortality of COVID-19 in the World ........... 25 

Figure 2 3 Indonesia’s COVID-19 Daily Cases ............. 26 

Figure 2 4 COVID-19 Stimulus from Countries ............ 30 

Figure 2 5 South Korea’s Export Total in US Dollar ..... 46 

Figure 2 6 Countries with Highest Export Total of 

COVID-19 Test Kits From South Korea ........................ 47 


