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PREFACE

The post 9/11 poses growing prejudices, not only from the West towards
Muslims, but also from Muslims towards the West. In order to eliminate prejudices
which only bring more tensions between humankind, understanding and harmonious
cooperation are necessary. The writer wishes to participate in building bridge of unity
through this thesis that hopefully will be a good contribution to understand the action of a
Western government towards Muslims in a positive perspective. The writer believes that

a positive perspective will help to eliminate prejudices.

This thesis seeks to comprehensively cover evidence that describes how the
Western government, in this case represented by the German government under
Chancellor Angela Merkel, attempts to approach Muslims in a more beneficial effort both
for the country and for Muslims through the initiatives of integration. This initiative is
now followed b)|{ other European Union countries such as Britain and Italy. The
integration policy' of Germany towards Muslims minority is meant to open up equal
access in economy and social life of Muslims living in Germany, embracing them to be
part of the society and to give positive contributions to the country. It is important to note
that Muslims in Germany, indeed, respond very positively towards the German

government initiaiives and work together with the government to foster the social
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ABSTRACT

Muslims have become an important segment in Germany’s society. Not only
that Muslims are the largest immigrants group in the country, but also because
Muslims are the largest religious minority and Islam now is the fastest growing
religion in Germany. Along with the acceptance of the reality of the immigrants,
including Muslims in the country, Germany needs to improve its efforts to integrate
more fully its expanding Muslims population. This thesis on the “Angela Merkel
Government Initiatives to Foster Muslims Integration in Germany” intends to explore
the determinants of the present German government to integrate Muslims population
living in' Germany. The determinants are discovered by using the concepts of
Integration and the theory of Rational Actor Model or Classical Theory. The writer
argues that the Gerrnan government is regarded as a ‘unitary decision maker based on
rationality’. Therefore, there must be ‘raison d’étre’ for Germany to actively
integrate Muslims. Rationality is certainly based on the consideration of benefits and
the costs that the German government takes into account by taking such action, given
the strategic problems that the government faced.

1
L nmremrnmacl e Tondmmaan S e T a1 T "t



CONTENTS

Title Page
Endorsement Page
Preface
Acknowledgments
Abstract

Contents

List of Abbreviations
List of Tables

I INTRODUCTION
Problem B'ackground
Research Question
Theoretical Framework
Hypothesis
Method of Research and Data Collection
Range of Research
System of Writing

II MUSLIMS IN GERMANY
A. Muslims Population
A. 1. The Coming of Muslims to the German Land
A. 2. Demographic Dynamics

A 0 WT_a 1" _.* LV L]

it

iv

vil

viii

Xii

13
13
22
22
23
24

26
26
28



B. The Heterogeneity of Muslims and Islam
B. 1. Islam/Muslims Religiosity, Denominations, and Affiliationg
B. 2. Islam angd Muslims Organizations
C. State - Islam & Muslims Relationship
C. 1. Legal Condition of Islam: State-Muslims Relation
C.2. The Accommodation of Islamic Religious Freedom

I GERMANY’S NATIONAL INTEGRATION POLICY
A. The D_Ivnamics of Immigration and Integration jn Germany
B. Merkei’s National Integration Policy
C. National Integration Policy and Muslims in Germany

IV THE DETERMINANTS OF MERKEL’S GOVERNMENT TO
INTEGRATE MUSLIMS IN GERMANY

B. Muslims Integration ag a Way to Improve Germany’s Socia] Cohesion
B.1. The Significance of Integrating Muslims to Improve
the Social Cohesion

Muslims in Germany

C. Muslim Integration to Support the Safeguarding Germany’s
Long Term Economic Prosperity
C.1. Germany’s Long Term Economic Prosperity at Risks and
the Potentialg Solutions by Way of Integrating Muyslims
C.2. Initiatives to Integrate Muslims in the Area of Economy

34
34
36
39
39
43

18
50
57
62

67

69
69
72

75

76

79

83

83
91



V CONCLUSION
REFERENCES

APPENDIX
Photos

Muslims Population in Germany according to Denomination

Map of Germany

Population “with a migration background” in 2005

Foreign Popillation as of 31st December 2006, 10 Most Common Citizenship
The Development of Foreign Population

German Islam Conference (DIK)

Policy Statement of the Federal Minister of the Interior

Integration as a Means to Prevent Islamic Fundamentalism

Topics of Discussions of German Islam Conference

The Participants of German Islam Conference

Ml WTral el Temtm e a? . Tl

95

100



LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

| e

2o

Bundesami fiir Verfassungsschutz (BfV)

Bundeszentrale fiir politische Bildung (bpb)

Christlich Pemokratische Union
Deutschlands (CDU)

- Diyanet I_leri Tirk-Islam Birli i (DITIB)

I
Grundgesetz, GG

Islamische Gemeinschaft Milli Goriig (IGMG)
Muslimische Jugend in Dentschiand e.V. (MJD)
Polizeiliche Kriminalstatistik (PKS)

Rat der Tarkeistimmigen Staatsbiirger
in Deatschiand (RTS)

Staatsangehdrigkeitsrecht
Statistisches Bundesamt

Unabhingige Kommission Zuwanderung

Verband der Islamischen Kulturzentren (VIKZ)
Zentralrat der Muslime in Deutschiland (ZMD)

Zuwanderungsgesety

The Federal Office for the Protection of the
Constitution

Subordipate to the Federal Minisiry of the Interior, and
coordinates and evaluates the activities of the 16 local
offices within the respective federal states. The most
important dity of the Verfasungsschutz is the
observation of movements and activities that. .
contravene the Constitution of the Federal Repubhc A
‘mere mention within a report of the Verfassungsschutz
leaves an organization. highly stigmatized. °

Federal Office for Political Education

Christian Démocratic Usion of Germany

——

Tiirkisch-Islamische Union der Anstalt fir Religion
€.V. —the Turkish-Islamic Union for Religious Afairs

Basic Law

i

—

Milli Garils

Youn_g Muslims in Germany

Police Criminal Statistics

Council of German Citizens of Turkish Origin:

Citizenship law

The Official German Agency for Statistics

Independent Commission on Integration.
The Head of Commission: Professor Dr, Rita Siissmuth

Union of Islamic Cultural Centers -

Central Council of Muslims

- Immigration Act ' ¢




TABLE 3.1
TABLE 3.2
TABLE 3.3
TABLE 4.1

Background Information of the Federal Republic of Germany

LIST OF TABLES

Foreigners in Germany

Model On Labour Market-Related Immigration to Germany
The Benefits and Costs of Integrating Muslims in Germany

il

45
51
60



