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ABSTRACT 

 

 
An overview of the analyses of The Emerging of Socialism in Latin 

America, Case Study: Paraguay reveals that variables at all show that there is 

emerging socialism ideology in Latin America, especially in Paraguay at Lugo 

era.  A former priest known as the “Bishop of the Poor”, Lugo is the first 

Paraguayan president since 1946 not be from the conservative Colorado Party. He 
has pledged to give land to the landless and fight corruption. He is also the first 

bishop ever to become president of a country. Lugo says he was influenced by the 

liberation theology of the 60’s. Both Paraguay and Vatican can clergy from 

seeking political office, so Lugo resigned in December 2006. He said he would 

not marry during his five-year mandate. His sister will therefore act as the 

country’s first lady. 

Paraguay is landlocked state; it located between two huge states Argentina 

and Brazil. Political system in Paraguay was long dictatorship period. The 

beginning of the dictatorship in Paraguay is when General Alfredo Stroessner 

became president in Paraguay. His governmental full of corruption and liberalism 

ideology. Paraguay did not ready for using liberalism ideology, because 

Paraguay’s economic was still under standard. This condition made economic and 

political Paraguay in worse condition. After long period, election in June 2008 

there was new hope of Paraguayan. The Paraguayan chooses Lugo, a socialist 

pastor as new president. 

There are many reasons why Lugo chooses as a president, one of the 

reason is Lugo apply new face of governmental. His socialist living made him 

looks different for many people, so that, they choose him. Political elite in 

Paraguay also very support Lugo to become president of Paraguay. Either Left 

Party who pro to Lugo or the Opposing Party of Colorado Party who was govern 

Paraguay in long period. The basic of socialism Lugo was because Lugo learn 

Liberation Theology in the Church when he was still become pastor. Another one 

reasons of socialism Lugo was because he poor in looking the living in Paraguay. 

 “Neighbor” state’ support to Paraguay was also main reasons how to get 

participation from the Paraguayan. Neighbor here was not only near 

geographically but also historically. Brazil, Chile, Bolivia and Venezuela 

indicated near with Paraguay and could be influencing Paraguay to be socialist. In 

this chapter also mentions the causes of socialism emerging in Latin America. 

After all indications that happened in Paraguay and support socialism in 

Paraguay makes socialism emerging in Paraguay when Lugo rises to be president. 

For many president of Latin America region, socialism is the best way to apply in 

the state. 
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