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ABSTRACT

This paper is aimed to find out the considerations behind the European Union
(EU) policy to condemn the Tibet riots which have been happened on March 10, 2008
and not to boycott the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games. The Rational actor model which is
explained by Graham T. Allison is used to analyze the problem. Allison mentions that
the rational actor will choose one of the rational choices that yield the highest payoff.
This research is conducted using library research, in which the data are obtained from
books, journals and other reliable sources.

The EU decision in condemning Tibet riots is regarded as a rational choice.
The rational actor emphasizes the best choice of action taken among alternatives sets of
consequences cost and benefit. As a rational actor, EU will choose the choice that gives
the most beneficial effect toward EU’s national interest. EU does not want to take any
actions that can harm its bilateral relations because China is EU main trade partner.

There are three considerations behind EU’s decision to condemn Tibet riots.
Firstly, boycotting 2008 Beijing Olympic Games will lose an opportunity to promote
human rights in China. The EU regards that the boycott of Beijing Olympic Games can
ruin its attempt to promote human rights in China. The better way is having dialogue
with China to support China in dealing with human rights issue. Secondly, boycotting
Olympic Games is also politically ineffective, because it is regarded as a coercive action
which can deteriorate EU-China bilateral relations. The last, condemnation is a better
way its concern toward Tibet riots. It helps EU to maintain its bilateral relations with
China without sacrificing sport interest. Finally, EU chooses the best rational choice that
gives most beneficial effect toward its national interest, namely economic well being.
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