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PREFACE 

 My greatest gratitude is delivered to Allah, lord of the lords, who has 

given me mercies and blessing to finish this undergraduate thesis. It presented to 

enhance the discourse about socialism in Latin America, especially Chile. 

Particularly, this research is done to concern about the victory of socialist 

candidate, Michelle Bachelet in the Chilean presidential election 2006. 

 The victory of the socialist candidate who was represented by Michelle 

Bachelet in Chilean presidential election 2006 did not separate from the factor of 

socialism spreading in both domestic, Chile and regional, Latin America. In 

regional level, socialism indicates a progress since over 20 years. The tendency of 

Latin American people to choose socialism as their preference ideology is caused 

by their disappointment toward liberal. This phenomenon happened in several 

countries in Latin America including Chile. In Chile, the socialism has been 

spreading and is well accepted there. It is proved that the previous elected 

president also a socialist, Ricardo Lagos, who was very popular in his 

government. As well other people in Latin America, Chile also have traumatic 

toward dictatorship regime which is usually backed by the U.S.  

 Besides socialism spreading factor, the personal capacities of Michelle 

Bachelet also influence her victory. Bachelet is known as someone who is success 

in political careers, especially when she was in duty of defense ministry. 

Moreover she is known as an effective communicator who masters several foreign 

languages. This talent is very influential during campaign. 
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 The writer believes that this research is less than perfect, therefore 

constructive critics are very needed. 

 In this occasion, the writer would like to thank to: 

1. Ir. H. M. Dasron Hamid, M.Sc as the rector of Muhammadiyah University 

of Yogyakarta. 

2. Grace Lestariana W., S.IP., M.Si as the head of department of 

International Relations Departments, Muhammadiyah University of 

Yogyakarta. 

3. Prof. Dr. Bambang Cipto, MA for kindly sharing his time to supervise and 

give me a lot of contribution in my research. Thanks a lot, sir. 

4. Bambang Wahyu Nugroho, S.IP as the first examiner who really 

enlightens me. 

5. Ratih Herningtyas, S.IP., MA as the second examiner who gives me many 

advises to make the research perfect. 

6. Suryanto, S.Pd., M.HSc  as the language consultant who patiently checked 

my grammatical errors. 

7. All staffs of Muhammdiyah University of Yogyakarta, especially Mr. 

Jumari who has patiently helped us in any confusions. 

8. All IC managements; Mrs. Yuni Kartikasari, Mrs. Dian Azmawati, and 

definitely Mrs. Ati. 

9. My family; Mom, Dad, Sisters, and Brother for your eternal supports. 

10. All my kind classmates, ICer 2005; Dety, Mas Wahana, Shellin, Teea, 

Nabila, Isna, Tiva, Risa, Nisa, Phiphie, Ali, Deeah, Teh Yuli, Adhel, 
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Firdha, Nimas, Ulum, Ellyn, Mahrus, Wanda, Angga, Genthur, Rangga, 

Abi, and Rahman, will miss u all. 

11. Festy “partner” Adhanita Soebagyo and Annisa “veroz” Hastya Utami, 

thanks a lot for your help, support, n motivation. Both of you are the best 

friends of mine.  

12. All Nabila community, especially Dety “thanks a lot for your support and 

motivation, Det” and Angel “Buhend” thanks for your helps in any kinds.  

13. Mbak Dini who always supports and comforts me when I feel blue. 

14. Anyone who helps me to accomplish this research. 

 

Yogyakarta, May 11, 2009 

 

  Nurlaili  
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ABSTRACT 

 The research discusses about Michelle Bachelet’s victory as socialist 

candidate in Chilean presidential election 2005- 2006. The problem background 

begins from fluctuant patterns of Socialist candidates victories which were gained 

in 1970 through Salvador Allende, in 2000 through Ricardo Lagos Escobar, and 

the latest one in 2006 through Michelle Bachelet. In addition, it become more 

interesting to discuss in which Michelle Bachelet is an agnostic and a single- 

parent of her three children by consideration of Chilean society is known as 

conservative society. Thereby, the problem formulation of the research is what 

factors are influencing Michelle Bachelet’s victory in Chilean presidential 

election 2005- 2006. 

 Theoretical frameworks are involving Socialism Concept and Charismatic 

Authority Theory. The socialism concept is used to explain the influence and 

support of socialism in both domestic, Chile and regional, Latin America. 

Meanwhile, the charismatic Authority theory is used to describe personal 

charismatic and capacities owned by Michelle Bachelet which becomes one factor 

influencing citizen’s vote on her. 

 


