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ABSTRACT

Drafting the current Australian mass immigration program should include its existing 
immigration restriction that is undertaken on the basis of humanitarian, skill and 
family reunion. These categories have superseded the enduring racial basis in 1972,
which had been implemented for many years under the influence of White Australia 
Policy. However, such replacement needs to be interpreted with caution as the non-
racial basis of immigration restriction in some points also precipitate economic and 
environmental problems in Australian society. Criticism towards the current 
immigration policy is inevitable, and more importantly, questions to the rationales 
behind the demise of White Australia Policy have eventually become apparent.

In a response to the contentious discourse related to the demise of White Australia 
Policy, the present study aims to investigate the motivations behind the decision of 
the Australian government to dismantle White Australia Policy. For this purpose, two 
main aspects behind the termination have been examined using qualitative approach 
on the grounds of decision-making theories. These aspects include international and 
domestic pressures.

With regard to the international pressures, it has been found that the post World War 
II global changing order and some inevitable bilateral relationship turbulence sparked 
the review of the policy. Besides, the international pressures also include the end of 
Vietnam War in the 1970s along with post-war pressures for change. In regard to the 
domestic pressures, it has been found that the domestic tensions were inevitable. 
These tensions include showdown within the government, the changing domestic 
politics and the emergence of some notable immigration reform movements. 
Moreover, the economic and military capabilities are also regarded as another 
domestic aspects behind the policy termination.

Based on the findings, the present study has identified some pivotal rationales behind 
the demise of White Australia Policy. Among them are the growing international and 
domestic criticisms toward the policy during the second half of twentieth century, as 
well as the Australia’s national interest to create a social and economic stability.



vi

LIST OF CONTENTS

Declaration.................................................................................................................ii
Endorsement ..............................................................................................................iii
Acknowledgment .......................................................................................................iv
Abstract .....................................................................................................................v
List of Contents..........................................................................................................vi
List of Figures ............................................................................................................viii
Acronym ....................................................................................................................ix

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION
A. Writing Objective ........................................................................................1
B. Problem Background ...................................................................................2

B.1 Apparent Problems within Australian Societies ..............................2
B.2 Immigration-induced Problems?......................................................6
B.3 Current Immigration Policy .............................................................8

C. Research Question .......................................................................................11
D. Purpose of Research ....................................................................................11
E. Theoretical Framework................................................................................11

E.1 Decision-making Theories ...............................................................11
E.2 International Context .......................................................................13
E.3 Domestic Politics .............................................................................14
E.4 Economy and Military Capabilities .................................................15

F. Hypothesis ...................................................................................................17
G. Method of Research and Data Analysis.......................................................17
H. System of Writing........................................................................................18

CHAPTER TWO: THE HISTORY OF AUSTRALIAN IMMIGRATION 
AND ITS RECENT PROBLEMS

A. The Australian Immigration History 1788-1901 .........................................19
B. Recent Problems of Australian Immigration ...............................................27
C. The Current Immigration Policy: At a Glance ............................................42

C.1 Tracing the Origin ..............................................................................46
C.2 The Gradual Demise of White Australia............................................50
C.3 The Outbreak of the Current Immigration-induced Problems ...........52



vii

CHAPTER THREE: THE INTERNATIONAL ASPECTS OF THE 
TERMINATION OF WHITE AUSTRALIA POLICY

A. Post-war Changing Global Order ................................................................55
B. Bilateral Relations Turbulence ....................................................................57

B.1 Japan, China, Philippines ...................................................................57
B.2 India, Malaya, Singapore ...................................................................65

C. The Vietnam War and Post-war Pressures for Change ...............................72

CHAPTER FOUR: THE DOMESTIC ASPECTS OF THE 
TERMINATION OF WHITE AUSTRALIA POLICY

A. Domestic Tensions.......................................................................................79
A.1 Tensions within Government .............................................................79
A.2 Domestic Politics between 1949-1975...............................................82
A.3 The Immigration Reform Movements................................................98

B. Economic and Military Capabilities ............................................................101

CHAPTER FIVE: CONCLUSION
A. Summary of Major Findings........................................................................109

BIBLIOGRAPHY ....................................................................................................116



viii

LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 1.1 Components of Australian population growth (1978-2007)............4
Figure 1.2 How four determinants influence foreign policy action ..................12
Figure 2.1 The Australian Historical Population Estimates 1788-2011............23
Figure 2.2 Energy-related CO2 emissions (1997-2020).....................................29
Figure 2.3 Outlook for the Australia’s unemployment rate (June 2006-10) .....36
Figure 2.4 The Australia’s population growth (1976-2009) .............................52
Figure 3.1 Top 10 Countries of Birth for the Overseas Born Pop. (1901-54)...60
Figure 3.2 The Indochinese ‘boat people’ arrivals in Australia 1984-1995......74
Figure 4.1 Australian Federal Election 1946-1972 ...........................................85



ix

ACRONYM

ABS : Australian Bureau of Statistics
ALP : Australian Labor Party
ANZUS : The Australia, New Zealand, United States Security Treaty
BCOF : British Commonwealth Occupying Force
CIAC : Commonwealth Immigration Advisory Council
CIE : Centre for International Economic
COAG : Council of Australian Governments
CSIRO : Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization
GDP : Gross Domestic Product
IRG : Immigration Reform Group
MDBA : Murray Darling Basin Authority
OECD : Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development
SEATO : Southeast Asia Treaty Organization
SPA : Sustainable Population Australia
TAI : The Australian Institute


