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Abstract 

Speaking skill is an important skill that students should master when they 

learn language. The ability of speaking can measure the success of learning 

language. To develop student speaking ability student need a technique to 

improve their speaking skill. One of technique to develop speaking skills is group 

discussion. Group discussion is one of the method has been implemented at 

English Education Department of UMY in language teaching and learning 

processes. Through discussion, the students practice to communicate with others 

in groups. Despite the benefit provided in group discussion, students commonly 

face some difficulties in doing group discussion. The purpose of this research is to 

find out the difficulties faced by students of EED of UMY in doing group 

discussion. This research used descriptive qualitative research design and used 

interview as the research instrument. The research was conducted in December 

2015 at English Education Department of UMY. The participants of this research 

consisted of three female students of English Education Department of UMY 

batch 2014 who had experience in group discussion based on criteria. In analyzing 

the data, the researcher used open, axial and selective coding. The result of this 

research showed that, there were five types of difficulties faced by students of 

English Education Department of UMY in doing group discussion. The 

difficulties were lack of vocabulary, grammar mistake, pronunciations mistake, 

shyness and fear of making mistake.  

Keywords: Speaking, Group Discussion, Difficulties. 


