
 i 

THE RESPONSE OF THE AUTHORITY OF SOUTH KOREA TOWARDS 

THE RAPID DEVELOPMENT OF MUSLIMS IN SOUTH KOREA 

 

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS  

 
 

WRITTEN BY: 

FARAH GHINA FADHILAH 

20170510305 

 

 

SUPERVISOR: 

GRACE LESTARIANA WONOADI, SIP., MSI. 

 

 

 

 

 
INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  

FACULTY OF SOCIAL AND POLITICAL SCIENCES 

UNIVERSITAS MUHAMMADIYAH YOGYAKARTA 

2022 

  



 

  i 

TITLE OF PAGE 
THE RESPONSE OF THE AUTHORITY OF SOUTH KOREA TOWARDS 

THE RAPID DEVELOPMENT OF MUSLIMS IN SOUTH KOREA 
 

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS  

 
 

WRITTEN BY: 
FARAH GHINA FADHILAH 

20170510305 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  

FACULTY OF SOCIAL AND POLITICAL SCIENCES 
UNIVERSITAS MUHAMMADIYAH YOGYAKARTA 

2022



 

  iii 

STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY  



 

  iv 

 

ENCOURAGEMENT 
 
 
 
 

³IW all begins and ends in your mind. 

WKaW \RX JLYH SRZHU WR KaV SRZHU RYHU \RX, LI \RX aOORZ LW.´ 

-Leon Brown- 

³YRX ZLOO QHYHU NQRZ ZKaW \RX aUH caSabOH RI XQWLO \RX WaNH WKaW ILUVW VWHS aQG JR IRU LW.´ 

-Unknown- 



 

  v 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

All praise to Allah, the Most Gracious and the Most Merciful for His relentless blessings. 

May peace be upon to the Prophet Muhammad as His messenger. Only by the Blessings from 

Allah for all the struggle, therefore I am able to finally finish my undergraduate thesis entitled 

³The Response of the Authority of South Korea towards the Rapid Development of Muslims in 

South Korea´.  

This undergraduate thesis would not have been done without guidance and support from 

various parties, therefore I would like to express genuine gratitude for those who have involved 

in finally accomplishing this undergraduate thesis. To Mrs. Grace Lestariana Wonoadi, S.IP., 

MSi as my advisor who has been kind enough to spare her time, energy, patience, and her 

thoughts to help me so I could finally complete this undergraduate thesis after procrastinating for 

quite a long time. I would also like to state my sincere gratitude to the examiners of my 

undergraduate thesis by having Mrs. Ratih Herningtyas, S.IP., M.A. and Mrs. Siti Muslikhati, S.Ip., 

MSi. as the examiners of my undergraduate thesis proposal, as well as Mr. Muhammad Zahrul 

Anam, S.Ag., MSi. and Mr. Ali Maksum, S. Sos., M. A., Ph. D. as the examiners of my thesis 

defense. All of your suggestions meant a lot for the improvement of my undergraduate thesis.  

This undergraduate thesis was written to be submitted and as the requirement to obtain a 

BacKHORU¶V GHJUHH WR WKH IQWHUQaWLRQaO RHOaWLRQV DHSaUWPHQW, FacXOW\ RI SRcLaO aQG PROLWLcaO 

Science, Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta 

At last, the writer realizes that this undergraduate thesis is far from perfect. Therefore, the 

writer opens for any advice and suggestions to this undergraduate thesis. The writer hopes this 

undergraduate thesis will be useful for the readers and can contribute to the study of international 

relations, especially in the field of Islamic studies in minority countries. 

       Yogyakarta, July 21st 2022 

 

              Farah Ghina Fadhilah 



 

  vi 

EXTENDED GRATITUDE 
 

Bismillahirrohmanirrohim, through this page I would like to extend my 

deepest gratitude for the people surround me that contributed and help me in both 

spiritual and moral. Therefore, I would like to thank: 

1. To my amazing parents, my mom and my dad who always give relentless 

support no matter how my conditions are. Never give up and never look 

down on me. I hope that both of you are always happy and always be 

blessed by Allah SWT. Thank you for being my role model in living my 

life. No words can describe how grateful I am to have such wonderful 

parents as you are. 

2. To my family wherever you are, close or far. My brothers and my sister 

in law. Who always support me and never talk behind my back. Because 

that is how family works. For my uncles, aunts, cousins, niece and others, 

thank you for all of your support and prayers even if it is just through 

WhatsApp group. I miss you all! 

3. To Syafiq. I am really grateful to have such a bestie as you are. Thank 

you for your super-mega-patience in dealing with me to finally complete 

this undergraduate thesis. Thank you for always supporting me wherever 

and whenever you are. I do not know how many times should I thank you. 

I am really sorry if I burdened you all these time. May you are blessed 

each and every day. 

4. To my college besties; Sekar, Wara, Sella, Ludhi. Thank you for always 

asking and care about me. Thank you for all the time we have spent 

together. It was such a great time to be in college with you guys! 

5. To Elsha my since-kindergarten bestie and Wulan my kos bestie, dentist 

besties. Even though we did not spend a lot of time together, but the 



 

  vii 

meeting every time we meet is so precious. Thank you for the prayers 

and support. Cannot wait to go hangout together! 

6. To Fajoff and Icha, my USM girls. It was so fun and precious to spend 

exchange time with you! So many dramas and stories were told and  I 

really miss those times! Thank you for all of your support! 

7. To everyone whose names cannot be mentioned (you know I am such a 

forgetful person), I sincerely thank you all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

  viii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

TITLE OF PAGE .......................................................................................................................i 

ENDORSEMENT PAGE .......................................................................................................... ii 

STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY ......................................................................................... iii 

ENCOURAGEMENT ............................................................................................................... iv 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ......................................................................................................... v 

EXTENDED GRATITUDE ...................................................................................................... vi 

TABLE OF CONTENTS……………………………………………………………………………………………………..viii 

LIST OF CHARTS .................................................................................................................... x 

LIST OF PICTURES ................................................................................................................. x 

LIST OF TABLES ..................................................................................................................... x 

ABSTRACT .............................................................................................................................. xi 

CHAPTER I ...............................................................................................................................1 

INTRODUCTION .....................................................................................................................1 
A. Background ...................................................................................................................1 
B. Research Question .........................................................................................................7 
C. Theoretical Framework ..................................................................................................7 

1. Globalization .............................................................................................................7 
2. Transnational Mobility ..............................................................................................9 
3. Constructivism ........................................................................................................ 10 

D. Hypothesis ................................................................................................................... 12 
E. Purposes of Writing ..................................................................................................... 12 
F. Research Method ......................................................................................................... 13 
G. Scope of Research ........................................................................................................ 13 
H. Organization of Writing ............................................................................................... 13 

CHAPTER II ........................................................................................................................... 15 

ISLAM IN SOUTH KOREA ................................................................................................... 15 
A. The early introduction of Islam in South Korea ............................................................. 15 



 

  ix 

B. The spread of Islam during and after Korean War (1950-present) .................................. 16 
C. The acceptance of Korean government and society toward Islam in Modern era ............ 20 

1. Media ...................................................................................................................... 22 
2. Tourist..................................................................................................................... 23 

CHAPTER III .......................................................................................................................... 26 

THE ADJUSTMENT TOWARDS THE GROWTH OF MUSLIM IN SOUTH KOREA ..... 26 
A. Constructivism process of Korean government and society towards Islam ..................... 26 
B. The support of the Korean government on the increase of Muslims in South Korea ....... 27 

1. Cooperation between South Korea and Islamic countries .......................................... 28 
2. The availability of Muslim-friendly facilities by the South Korean government ........ 30 

C. KRUHaQV¶ perspective towards Islam and Muslim .......................................................... 35 

CHAPTER IV .......................................................................................................................... 38 

CONCLUSION ........................................................................................................................ 38 

REFERENCES ........................................................................................................................ 40 

 

 
  



 

  x 

 

LIST OF CHARTS 

Chart 1.1. Number of Religious Adherents in the World in 2020 (%) ................... 1 

Chart 1.2. Number of Religious Adherents in the World in 1950s, 1990s and 2020

 ............................................................................................................................ 1 

Chart 1.3. Size of Religious Group in South Korea .............................................. 5 

 
Chart 2.1. Number of Korean Muslim in South Korea in 2013-2018 .................. 19 

 

LIST OF PICTURES 
Picture 1.1. Jang-ot (장옷) ................................................................................... 3 

Picture 1.2. The Policy-Making Process in Constructivist Theory by Alexander 

Wendt ................................................................................................................ 11 

 
Picture 2.1.Foreign Muslim as a guest in a Korean TV Show ............................. 23 

 
Picture 3.1. Information Board of Prayer Room Sign ......................................... 31 

 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table 2.1. Number of Foreign Tourist in South Korea in 2016-2019 .................. 24 

Table 2.2. Number of Muslim Tourist in South Korea in 2016-2018 .................. 24 

 

file://///Users/farahghina/Desktop/Farah%20Ghina%20Fadhilah%2020170510305%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%85%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%89%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%90%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%92%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%AA%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%A8%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%8B%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%AB%20.docx%23_Toc109324224
file://///Users/farahghina/Desktop/Farah%20Ghina%20Fadhilah%2020170510305%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%85%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%89%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%90%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%92%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%AA%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%A8%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%8B%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%AB%20.docx%23_Toc109324225
file://///Users/farahghina/Desktop/Farah%20Ghina%20Fadhilah%2020170510305%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%85%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%89%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%90%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%92%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%AA%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%A8%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%8B%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%AB%20.docx%23_Toc109324225
file://///Users/farahghina/Desktop/Farah%20Ghina%20Fadhilah%2020170510305%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%85%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%89%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%90%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%92%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%AA%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%A8%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%8B%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%AB%20.docx%23_Toc109324226
file://///Users/farahghina/Desktop/Farah%20Ghina%20Fadhilah%2020170510305%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%85%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%89%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%90%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%92%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%AA%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%A8%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%8B%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%AB%20.docx%23_Toc109324411
file://///Users/farahghina/Desktop/Farah%20Ghina%20Fadhilah%2020170510305%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%85%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%89%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%90%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%92%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%AA%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%A8%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%8B%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%AB%20.docx%23_Toc109324398
file://///Users/farahghina/Desktop/Farah%20Ghina%20Fadhilah%2020170510305%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%85%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%89%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%90%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%92%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%AA%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%A8%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%8B%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%AB%20.docx%23_Toc109324399
file://///Users/farahghina/Desktop/Farah%20Ghina%20Fadhilah%2020170510305%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%85%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%89%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%90%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%92%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%AA%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%A8%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%8B%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%AB%20.docx%23_Toc109324399
file://///Users/farahghina/Desktop/Farah%20Ghina%20Fadhilah%2020170510305%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%85%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%89%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%90%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%92%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%AA%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%A8%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%8B%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%AB%20.docx%23_Toc109324431
file://///Users/farahghina/Desktop/Farah%20Ghina%20Fadhilah%2020170510305%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%85%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%89%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%90%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%92%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%AA%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%A8%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%8B%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%AB%20.docx%23_Toc109324436
file://///Users/farahghina/Desktop/Farah%20Ghina%20Fadhilah%2020170510305%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%85%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%89%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%90%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%92%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%AA%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%A8%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%8B%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%AB%20.docx%23_Toc109324445
file://///Users/farahghina/Desktop/Farah%20Ghina%20Fadhilah%2020170510305%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%85%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%89%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%90%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B3%20%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%92%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%AA%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%A8%C3%A1%C2%84%C2%8B%C3%A1%C2%85%C2%B5%C3%A1%C2%86%C2%AB%20.docx%23_Toc109324446

