
   

THE ROLE OF INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION FOR 

HUMAN RIGHTS TO ADVOCATE HUMAN RIGHTS 

VIOLATION (STUDY CASE: SOMBATH SOMPHONE IN LAO) 

 

 

Compiled and written 

by: Jihan Zafira Bafadal 

20170510299 

 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM OF 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS FACULTY OF SOCIAL 

AND POLITICAL SCIENCE UNIVERSITY OF 

MUHAMMADIYAH YOGYAKARTA 

 
 

2020 

 

 

 

 



   

CHAPTER I ........................................................................................................ 1 

INTRODUCTION ............................................................................................... 1 

A. Background ............................................................................................. 1 

B. Research Question ................................................................................... 6 

C. Theoretical Framework............................................................................ 6 

 Human Rights ............................................................................... 6 

 Transnational Advocacy Network (TAN) ...................................... 8 

D. Hypothesis .............................................................................................. 9 

E. Research Methodology ............................................................................ 9 

F. Outline ..................................................................................................... 9 

CHAPTER II ......................................................................................................11 

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS ............................11 

A. Profile of International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) .................11 

1. Membership of FIDH ......................................................................12 

2. Organisation Structure of FIDH .......................................................13 

1) Congress .................................................................................13 

2) International Bureau ................................................................15 

3) International Secretariat ...........................................................15 

B. Human Rights Defender Issues in the International Federation for Human 

Rights (FIDH)

 16 

1. Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders .............16 

2. Reporting ........................................................................................18 

3. Legal Support ..................................................................................18 

4. Practical Guidance...........................................................................19 

5. Litigation ........................................................................................19 

1) Litigation Against Individual ...................................................20 

2) Litigation Against States .........................................................21 

3) Litigation Against Companies .................................................21 

CHAPTER III .....................................................................................................23 

HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE AND THE POLICY RESPONDS IN LAO ...............23 

A. Human Rights Issue ...............................................................................23 



   

 Enforced Disappearance ...............................................................24 

B. Lao Universal Periodic Review (UPR)....................................................26 

1. Freedom of expression severely repressed .......................................27 

2. Freedom of peaceful assembly criminalised. ....................................28 

3. Freedom of association and space for society virtually non-existent 28 

4. Enforced disappearances remain unaddressed. .................................29 

C. Policy Responds .....................................................................................29 

1. Enforced Disappearances ................................................................30 

2. Torture and Detention Condition .....................................................30 

3. Death Penalty ..................................................................................30 

4. Civil Society ...................................................................................31 

 Right to Freedom Expression ........................................................31 

 National Human Rights Institution ................................................31 

 Collaboration with UN special procedures ....................................32 

CHAPTER IV ....................................................................................................33 

FIDH STRATEGY TO ADVOCATE ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE OF 

SOMBATH SOMPHONE IN LAO........................................................................33 

A. Information Politics Strategy of FIDH ....................................................33 

1. Declaration on the Lao PDR Pre-session of the Universal Periodic 

Review (UPR).........................................................................................34 

2. FIDH Press Release .........................................................................35 

B. Leverage Politics Strategy of FIDH ........................................................36 

C. Accountability Politics Strategy of FIDH ................................................38 

D. The Influence of Information Politics Strategy, Leverage Politics and 

Accountability Politics on the International World........................................42 

CHAPTER V ......................................................................................................46 

CONCLUSION ..................................................................................................46 

G. Bibliography ..........................................................................................49 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

MOTTO 

 

Sometimes you need to let go things and let the universe works. 

 

Trust the timing. Beautiful thing takes time. 

 

Giving up is not an option. 

 

Being strong doesn’t mean you have to be ok all the time, but being ok with “not 

being ok” 

 

“Be thankful for the hard times, for what they have made you” - Leonardo 

Wilhelm DiCaprio 

 

Fīat jūstitia ruat cælum - "Let justice be done though the heavens fall." - Lucius 

Calpurnius Piso Caesoninus 

 

Stop doubting yourself, work hard and make it happen. - X-Small 
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