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Preface 
 

The aim of this research is to examine some of the political consequences of 

institutional conflict in the Islamic Republic of Iran during the presidency of 

Hassan Rouhani. This research examines the roots of this institutional conflict 

by focusing on one of the most important guiding principles in the formation 

of the Islamic Republic's constitutional structure, namely the principle of 

maslahah. After tracing the history of the meaning and application of the 

principle of maslahah as a tool for law-finding and legal changes in the history 

of Islamic jurisprudence using the hermeneutic method, this research 

examines the interpretation and application of this principle by the ruling 

clerics of Iran and finally, the political consequences of the application of this 

principle, which relates to the conflict between elected and non-elected 

institutions during Hassan Rouhani's presidency in the fields of foreign policy, 

legislation and elections. This research shows how the Iranian ruling ulama's 

perception of the concept of Islamic governance has led to the expansion of 

the power of the supreme leader and non-elected institutions as well as the 

weakening of elected institutions. This research would not have been possible 

without the cooperation and useful guidance from the supervisors and the 

Islamic Politics study program at the Muhammadiyah University of 

Jogjakarta. 
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