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Abstract

Teaching English as a foreign language is a challenging task because the use of
English is only applied during the lesson in the classroom. This study aimed to
identifying what are the challenges in teaching English faced by the English
teacher at private Islamic senior high school of Yogyakarta and identifying what
are the strategies used by the English teacher to overcome the challenges in
teaching English. The participants involved in this research were three English
teachers at one private Islamic senior high school of Yogyakarta. The researcher
conducted a descriptive qualitative as a research design. The data was gathered
through the interview. The result show that several challenges found during
teaching the English subject. It consist of students’ low interest studying English,
students’ lack of discipline, English skills problem such as lack of vocabulary
mastery and speaking problem. Further, the teachers’ internal difficulties such as
changing the teaching method unexpectedly, code-switching material explanation.
Also, limited time course, designing different levels of the assessment and
insufficient facilities. This study also suggested strategies for overcoming these
challenges. Classroom preparation, creating fun activities, arranging the target
course, classroom management, grouping different level of students’ capablity,
the assessment focus on students’ level comprehension, upgrade teacher’s
teaching ability, teacher self-evaluation and supervisory and teaching feedback. In
summary, this study has spotlighted a wide range of issues faced in teaching
English at private Islamic senior high school.
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