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ABSTRACT

Norway’s government has currently taken initiatives to conduct large-scale
cultural diplomacy. This initiative is intended to enhance Norway’s national
image abroad as solution of “invisibility” issue which was identified by Marc
Leonard and Andrew Small in 2003. In this case, the existence of International
Student Festival in Trondheim (ISFiT) can help the government to achieve that
goal.

The assumption that the festival can help the government is based on the
two concepts of Cultural Diplomacy and National Interest. Thereby, the focus of
this thesis entitled “The International Student Festival in Trondheim (ISFiT) as a
Part of Norwegian Cultural Diplomacy” is to describe about how Norway’s
government enhance national image abroad via ISFiT.

To achieve its goal on enhancing national image at the international level,
the government provides support to ISFiT both financial and non-financial. This
support is to ensure that this festival, as part of Norwegian cultural diplomacy, can
function well because a successfully ISFiT brings benefit to the country in term of
image promotion through attending international students.

Key Words: National Image, ISFiT, Government’s Support
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ISFiT PAGE

“You and T are small snowflakes, and the most

important thing we do here at ISFiT is to throw

snowballs! When you throw a snowball down a hill,

it

becomes bigger and bigger, until it gets so big that it’s

unstoppable”

—Martin Svarva, President of ISFiT 2007—
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