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ABSTRACTION

After several decades the nation-state was unable in settle of several issues and 

problems between states through diplomatic negotiation. The International 

Organization began to appear, changed the nation-state as a primarily actor in 

political affairs. The International Court of Justice (ICJ) a principal organ of the 

United Nations (UN) as the biggest International Organization has believed as the 

best adjudication way in disputes settlement between states, such as territorial 

dispute. Hence, in 2003 Malaysia and Singapore agreed to submit their territorial 

dispute over sovereignty of Pedra Branca/Pulau Batu Puteh in the entrance on 

Straits of Singapore and two others maritime features Middle Rock and South 

Ledge to the ICJ. Furthermore, the dispute was resolved after the final decision of 

Court on May, 2008. In line with the title, this undergraduate theis tried to 

explain about The Adjudicarion Process of International Court of Justice on Pedra 

Branca/Pulau Batu Puteh dispute between Malaysia and Singapore.



ix

TABLE OF CONTENT

COVER PAGE.................................................................................................... i

ENDORSEMENT PAGE .................................................................................. ii

STATE OF ORIGINALITY............................................................................. iii

MOTTO ............................................................................................................. ii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS............................................................................... v

FOREWORD .................................................................................................... vi

ABSTRACTION............................................................................................. viii

TABLE OF CONTENT................................................................................... iix

LIST OF PICTURE AND TABLE................................................................... xi

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION ....................................................................... 1

A. Problem Background................................................................................. 1

B. Purposes of Writing................................................................................... 5

C. Research Questions ................................................................................... 6

D. Theoretical Framework ............................................................................. 6

1. International Adjudication ................................................................. 6

2. The Rules and Procedure within the ICJ .......................................... 10

E. Hypothesis .............................................................................................. 15

F. Methods of Writing ................................................................................. 15

G.   The Research Area................................................................................... 16

H.  Systematic of Writing .............................................................................. 16

CHAPTER II THE DYNAMIC OF INTERNATIONAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE IN TERRITORIAL DISPUTES SETTLEMENT ......................... 18

A. General Profile of International Court of Justice (ICJ) ............................. 18

B. The History of International Court of Justice (ICJ) .................................. 22

C. The Jurisdiction of International Court of Justice (ICJ) in Settling the 
Disputes ................................................................................................. 28

1. Contentious Jurisdiction................................................................... 28



x

a) Special agreements (Compromis)..................................................... 28

b) Jurisdiction Provided for in Treaties and Conventions...................... 29

c) Declarations Accepting the Compulsory Jurisdiction of the Court 
(“Optional Clause” System)............................................................. 30

2. Advisory Jurisdiction (Advisory Opinion) ....................................... 33

CHAPTER III PEDRA BRANCA/PULAU BATU PUTEH DISPUTE
BETWEEN MALAYSIA AND SINGAPORE................................................ 38

A. Geographical Situation of Pedra Branca/Pulau Batu Puteh ...................... 38

B. The Historical Background of Pedra Branca/Pulau Batu Puteh dispute
between Malaysia and Singapore............................................................ 41

C. The Arguments and Positions of Malaysia and Singapore in Claiming 
Pedra Branca/Pulau Batu Puteh.............................................................. 48

CHAPTER IV THE MECHANISM OF ICJ DECISION IN PEDRA 
BRANCA/PULAU BATU PUTEH DISPUTE................................................. 56

A. The Procedure of ICJ in Pedra Branca Case............................................. 56

1. Special Agreement........................................................................... 56

2. Written Pleadings ............................................................................ 59

a) Memorials of Parties........................................................................ 59

b) Counter-Memorials.......................................................................... 62

c) Replies of Parties............................................................................. 68

3. Oral Pleadings ................................................................................. 78

a) Representatives of Singapore:.......................................................... 78

b) Representatives of Malaysia: ........................................................... 79

4. The Court’s Judgements .................................................................. 80

B. The Considerations of the Court toward Pedra Branca Dispute................ 82

C. The Responses of Parties toward ICJ Decision ........................................ 88

1. Malaysia want to Retaking Pedra Branca from Singapore ................ 88

2. Singapore’s Response about the Territorial Delimitation.................. 91

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION......................................................................... 94

REFERENCES .................................................................................................. 97

ATTACHMENT



xi

LIST OF PICTURE AND TABLE

LIST OF PICTURE

Picture 1: The Map of Singapore Strait..................................................................39

LIST OF TABLE

Table 1: The Composition of International Court of Justice..................................19


