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ABSTRACT 

 

This Undergraduate thesis tried to discuss about the change of Yingluck 

government’s policy towards Rohingya refugees in Thailand during 2011-2013.In 

the past, Thailand considers Rohingya is as other illegal immigrant and Thai navy 

would push them out of Thai shores. However, during Yingluck era, due to the 

exodus of Rohingya refugees were getting higher and not only men who want to 

find a better living like in the past but also there are women, children and old men 

who are trying to flee from persecution in Burma. Therefore, the higher number of 

them made Yingluck government to find out the best solution for Thailand in 

order to not ruin its image by allowing them the temporary stay in Thailand. Thus, 

this undergraduate thesis will answer what factors cause Yingluck government 

policy towards Rohingya refugees. In this research, the writer use an extensive of 

relevant published materials such as books, journals, reports, newsletters, official 

website and other sources o a wide variety of topics related with the subject of the 

topic.    

Key words: Rohingya refugees, Yingluck government policy, Human Right 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



viii 
 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

COVER PAGE.............................................................................................i  

ENDORSEMENT PAGE...........................................................................ii  

STATE OF ORIGINALITY......................................................................iii 

MOTTO………………...............................................................................iv  

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS...........................................................................v  

THANKS TO..............................................................................................vi  

ABSTRACT................................................................................................vii  

TABLE OF CONTENTS..........................................................................viii  

LIST OF FIGURE.......................................................................................xi  

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION  

A. Problem background.................................................................................1  

B. Research question......................................................................................6 

C. Theoretical framework…………………………………………………..6 

 Public policy......................................................................................6  

 System politics, David Easton…………………………………….11 

D. Hypothesis…………………………………………………………...…13 

E. Purpose of research..................................................................................14 

F. Research Method......................................................................................14 

G. Range of research....................................................................................14 

H. System of writing.....................................................................................15 



ix 
 

CHAPTER II THE INFLUX OF ROHINGYA REFUGEES AND THE 

PREVIOUS POLICY TOWARD THE REFUGEES 

A. Background information about the Rohingya in Burma………….16 

A.1 Causes of Migration: Push and Pull Factors……………...17 

A.2 Perilous Journey of the Boat People……………………...21 

B. Rohingyas in Thailand…………………………………………….25 

C.   Thai Government Policy priors to Yingluck government………...29 

D. Yingluck government policy towards Rohingya refugees………...33 

 

CHAPTER III THE INTERNATIONAL FACTOR WHICH FORECD 

YINGLUCK GOVERNMENT CHANGES ITS POLICY  

A. The international press media…………………….………………36 

A.1 BBC……………………………………………………….36 

A.2 Reuters…………………………………………………….37 

B. The international organizations, NGOs, INGOs………………….40 

B.1 UNHCR…………………………………………………...40 

B.2 Human Right Watch………………………………………42 

B.3 Amnesty…………………………………………………...45 

 

 



x 
 

CHAPTER IV THE DOMESTIC FACTORS, DOMESTIC PRESURE 

WHICH FORCED YINGLUCK GOVERNMENT CHANGE ITS POLICY  

A. Islamic movement community in Thailand……………………….48 

A.1 Sheikhul Islam Office …………………………………………………….48 

A.2 Thai Muslim student movements…………………………………….49 

A.3 Members of the group Muslims for Peace and Muslim Rohingya in 

Thailand………………………………….…...................................50 

B. NGOs, Human right movement groups in Thailand………………51 

 

CHAPTER V  

CONCLUSION...........................................................................................54 

REFERENCES...........................................................................................57  

APPENDIX……………………………………………………………….60 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xi 
 

LIST OF FIGURE 

Figure.1 System politic model……………………………………….page 11 

Figure.2 Map of Rohingya exodus from Burma to Thailand…….….page 25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


