
 

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS  

THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF “NEW NORMAL” POLICY 

TOWARD GREEN ECONOMY AGENDA IN CHINA 

 

Submitted as Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement for the Degree of 

Sarjana Ilmu Politik (S.IP.) in Department of International 

Relations, Faculty of Social and Political Science, 

Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written by: 

Wilda Fatma Apsari 

20120510255 

 

 

Advisor: Prof. Dr. Tulus Warsito, M.Si. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM OF 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF SOCIAL AND POLITICAL SCIENCE 

UNIVERSITAS MUHAMMADIYAH YOGYAKARTA 

2016 



 

ENDORSEMENT PAGE 

This undergraduate thesis entitled: 

THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF “NEW NORMAL” POLICY 

TOWARD GREEN ECONOMY AGENDA IN CHINA 

 

 

 

 

 

WILDA FATMA APSARI 

20120510255 

This undergraduate thesis has been examined and endorsed by the board of 

examiners from the Department of International Relations, Faculty of Social and 

Political Sciences, Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta on: 

Day/Date : Wednesday, 11 May 2016 

Time : 08.00 AM 

Place : Examination Room, HI C 

 

Advisor/Chief of Examiner 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Dr. Tulus Warsito, M.Si. 

NIK. 19531010199003 163 008 

 

Examiner I 

 

  

 

 

Takdir Ali Mukti, S.Sos., M.Si. 

NIK. 19710221199603 163 035 

Examiner II 

 

 

 

 

Wahyuni Kartikasari, S.T., S.IP., M.Si. 

NIK. 19700616199904 163 061 

 

 



 

STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY 

 

I hereby declare that my final paper entitled “The Political Economy of ‘New 

Normal’ Policy toward Green Economy Agenda in China” is original and has not 

been asked to get an undergraduate academic degree at Universitas 

Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta, and/or at other universities. 

 

In this paper there is no work or opinions that have been written or published by 

other people, unless it is clearly written and included as a reference in the script to 

mention the name and listed in the references. 

 

If in future there untruth in this statement, then I am willing to accept academic 

sanctions in accordance with the rules that apply at Univesitas Muhammadiyah 

Yogyakarta. 

 

Yogyakarta, 16 May 2016 

 

 

 

Wilda Fatma Apsari 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This undergraduate thesis is dedicated to: 

My parents, brother, relatives and all my best friends 

Especially for those who concern on political economy and environmental issues 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is no successful without taking the very first step 

Even Superhero could not be a Hero without them. 

So, let’s start... 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

My greatest praise to Allah SWT, Who always listen my prayer and 

accompany me in every up and down of my life. Without His permission I will 

never reach the end of the chapter to finish my undergraduate thesis entitled “The 

Political Economy of ‘New Normal’ Policy toward Green Economy Agenda in 

China”. 

 

1. My extended gratitudes to Prof. Bambang Cipto, M.A. (The Rector of 

Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta), Dr. Ali Muhammad S.IP., MA. 

(The Dean of Faculty of Social and Political Science), Dr. Nur Azizah, 

M.Si. (The Head of International Relations Department and thesis 

proposal examiner), Prof. Dr. Tulus Warsito, M.Si. (my advisor), Mr. 

Takdir Ali Mukti, S.Sos., M.Si. (Examiner I), Mrs. Wahyuni Kartikasari, 

ST., S.IP., M.Si. (Examiner II), Drs. Djumadi M. Anwar, M.Si. (Proposal 

examiner), and Mrs. Dian Azmawati, S.IP., MA (Director of IPIREL). 

2. Ayah Ibu. Thank you for being patient and for all support also prays that 

you gave to me. May Allah always taking care of you in a healthy, happy, 

and always full of berkah from Allah. 

3. My Gratitude to Mr. Ade Marup Wirasenjaya, S.IP.,MA. for having me in 

Jurnal Hubungan Internasional (JHI), what a great time with you as journal 

editorial team assistant, student, a daughter-like and as a friend. Thank you 

for all the editorial team (Dr. Ali Muhammad, Dr. Ali Maksum, Mrs. Ratih 

Herningtyas, Mr. Sugito, Mr. Sidiq Ahmadi, Mr. Takdir Ali Mukti, Mr. 

Sugeng, Ms. Masyithoh Annisa, and Mr. Nurbiyanto) for the cooperation 

and the great time. 

4. Thank you very much for all the lecturers of International Program of 

International Relations (IPIREL) for the new insight. 

5. Special thanks to My Super team in International Relations Laboratory 

(Thaibatul Aini, Afida Kurnia, Lucitania Rizki, Bimo Satryo) for the 

cooperation, laugh, help and kindness. 



 

6. My partner in crime Richo Bimapaksi for being fun and peeve person. My 

beloved story trashbin, Galuh Pramita Ayu, thank you for being patient to 

listen my sadness, happiness, secrets, and curiosity. Thank you for the 

togetherness. 

7. My thanks to Riska, for being my boarding house mate since in Unires, 

Kos Sakinah, and “Rumah Biru depan Masjid Baitussalam”. 

8. Thank you IPIRELIAN 2012 (Sonia, Riana, Linggar, Nabila, Toya, Sandy, 

Dessy, Deasy, Dinya, Afida, Ghiffari, Baiq Fatin, Rifka, Hielmy, Areza, 

Soim, Fadhil, Rangga, Rizky Ayu, Erdhieta, Ergi, Aan, Dwi, Dita, Zain, 

Rizaldi, Abi, Aviq, Dynta, Theo, Novita Annisa, Dian, Rizka, Terry, Vira, 

Hani, Ajeng, Reza, Tiesya, Siti, Budi, Syifa, Arif, Farizan, Fithri, Ira, 

Ilham, Ali, Veda, Septa, Nyssa, Rahmat, Panggah, Rilo, Umami, Indi, 

Dodo, Achi, Yayuk, Novan, Fatz, Nur, Daa) for our togetherness during 

Bachelor degree. Special thanks to Bu Atik for the help in everything 

related to our study in IPIREL. 

9. My dearest friends (Ifa, Rishna, Ully, Een, Hesti, Vero, Vania, Devina, 

Trika, Mbak Dwi) who still willing to be my best friend from being a 

toddlers up to now. 

There are a lot of people who also contributes in arrangement of my 

undergraduate thesis that I cannot mention one by one here. My greatest thanks to 

you all for supports and helps, may Allah always give you His kindness in return. 

 

Yogyakarta, 16 May 2016 

Sincerely, 

 

Wilda Fatma Apsari 

 

 



 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

CHAPTER I. INTRODUCTION............................................................... 

A. Background.................................................................................... 

B. Research Question.......................................................................... 

C. Objective of Writing....................................................................... 

D. Theoretical Framework.................................................................. 

1. Rational Choice in Decision Making Process.......................... 

2. The Concept of Economic Diplomacy..................................... 

E. Hypothesis...................................................................................... 

F. Range of Research.......................................................................... 

G. Methods of Research...................................................................... 

H. Organization of Writing................................................................. 

 

CHAPTER II. HIGH RATE TARGET DILEMMA OF CHINESE 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT................................................................ 

A. Environment Degradation.............................................................. 

B. Social Disparity.............................................................................. 

C. Economic Risk............................................................................... 

 

CHAPTER III. NEW NORMAL: AS A GATE FOR SUSTAINABLE 

AND SAFE DEVELOPMENT................................................................. 

A. Introducing to Chinese Dream and Its New Normal...................... 

1 

1 

6 

6 

7 

7 

10 

13 

13 

14 

14 

 

 

16 

17 

22 

27 

 

 

31 

33 



 

B. International Perception toward The Image of China.................... 

C. The Starting Path to Achieve Beyond China’s Domestic Dream.. 

1. Harmonious China............................................................. 

2. An International Commitment on Environmental Regime..... 

CHAPTER IV. THE IMPLEMENTATION OF NEW NORMAL 

POLICY IN CHINA: YEAR OF TRANSITION...................................... 

A. Transition to Sustainable Development......................................... 

1. China’s Leaders are Directing The Structural Shift to Slower 

but Higher-Quality Growth...................................................... 

2. Environment Improvement..................................................... 

B. Global Society Perception toward China New Normal Policy.... 

1. Improve the Global Impact...................................................... 

35 

38 

38 

39 

 

43 

43 

 

43 

46 

47 

47 

CHAPTER V. CONCLUSION.................................................................. 50 

REFERENCES........................................................................................... 53 

APPENDIX  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LIST OF ABREVIATIONS 

 

AATHP ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution 

AIIB Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

BRICS Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa 

CCP Chinese Communist Party 

CO Carbon Oxide 

EU European Union 

FDI Foreign Direct Investment 

GDP Gross Domestic Product 

NDB New Development Bank 

NO Nitric Oxide 

US United States 

WTO World Trade Organization 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LIST OF GRAPHICS 

Graphic 2.1. Income Disparity in China: Urban vs Rural 

Graphic 4.1. China’s Real GDP Growth, Annual Percent Change 

 

 

 

 


