
The New Southbound Policy: Indonesia's Response to Taiwan's Policy 

 

 

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written By: 

 

Inaszahra Tsabitah (20200510301) 

 

Supervisor: 

 

Zain Maulana S.IP., M.A., Ph.D. 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM OF INTERNATIONAL 

RELATIONS 

FACULTY OF SOCIAL AND POLITICAL SCIENCE 

UNIVERSITY OF MUHAMMADIYAH YOGYAKARTA 

2024 



i  

TITLE PAGE 

 

The New Southbound Policy: Indonesia's Response to Taiwan's Policy 

 

 

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written By: 

 

Inaszahra Tsabitah (20200510301) 

 

Supervisor: 

 

Zain Maulana S.IP., M.A., Ph.D. 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM OF INTERNATIONAL 

RELATIONS 

FACULTY OF SOCIAL AND POLITICAL SCIENCE 

UNIVERSITY OF MUHAMMADIYAH YOGYAKARTA 

2024 



STATEMENT OF AUTHENTICITY 

I hereby declare that the thesis that I have written and compiled is an original thesis and 

has never previously been made to obtain a bachelor's degree, either at the Universitas 

Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta or at any other higher education institution. 

In writing this thesis there are no works, ideas or opinions that have been written or 

published by other people, unless all references used in this thesis have been clearly written, 

with names mentioned and a bibliography included. 

I make this statement sincerely and with full responsibility. If in the future a discrepancy 

is found with this statement, then I am willing to accept academic sanctions in accordance 

with the provisions in force at Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Taiwan, July 5th, 2024 

Inaszahra Tsabitah 



iv  

MOTTO 

 

(٦يسُْرًا ) لْعسُْرِ ٱ( إنَِّ مَعَ ٥يسُْرًا ) لْعسُْرِ ٱفَإِنَّ مَعَ    

“So, surely with hardship comes ease. Surely with ‘that’ hardship comes ‘more’ ease”  

[94:5–6]. 

 

“Allah does not require of any soul more than what it can afford” [2:286]. 

 

 

Be realistic in everything except in prayer, ask the impossible. 

 

 

I can solve any problem in my life, but I have to cry first. 

 

 

“Your progress doesn’t always need to be seen or validated”. 

 

 

“Allow yourself to be proud of yourself and all the progress you’ve made. Especially the 

progress that no one else has seen”. 

 

 

I felt proud of how I survived those days I thought I couldn’t. 

 

 

One day we’re gonna sit down together and say “it was hard, but we made it” 

 

 

“Never regret anything because at one time it was exactly what I wanted”. 

 

 

“Tidak peduli ombak besar, sebab pada akhirnya, perahuku hanya memiliki dua pilihan; 

melewati atau tenggelam”. 

 

 

Nggak gampang, tapi kemarin bisa melewatinya. Nggak mudah, tapi kemarin selesai juga. 

 

 

This too shall pass. 
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PREFACE 

 

 

Assalamu’alaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh. 

 

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. All praise is due to Allah, 

who granted me the strength and patience to complete this thesis with entitled “The New 

Southbound Policy: Indonesia's Response to Taiwan's Policy”. Throughout this journey, I 

have been constantly reminded of Allah’s wisdom and mercy, which have guided me through 

the challenges and obstacles encountered during my research. His divine support has been my 

anchor, providing me with the resilience and perseverance needed to explore this subject in 

depth. 

Writing this thesis is one of the requirements to obtain a bachelor's degree in the 

International Relations program at the Faculty of Social and Political Sciences, Universitas 

Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta. During the process of writing this thesis, I was also pursuing a 

dual degree program in Taiwan and working on two theses simultaneously. As a result, 

considerable sacrifices of time, effort, thought, and resources were required. However, none 

of this would have been possible without the help, support, and cooperation of various parties. 

Therefore, I would like to express my deepest gratitude for all the assistance, support, and 

cooperation to: 

1. At the helm of this academic voyage, I extend my deepest gratitude to my esteemed 

supervisor also director of International Program of International Relations (IPIREL), 

Zain Maulana, S.IP., M.A., Ph.D, for the invaluable guidance and unwavering support. 

Her mentorship has been instrumental in shaping my research endeavors and refining my 

understanding of the intricate dynamics between Indonesia, Taiwan, and China. 

2. Prof. Dr. Bambang Cipto, M.A, as the first thesis examiner during my proposal seminar 

and final defense, who has tested and provided many inputs that greatly assisted in the 

improvement of this thesis. 

3. Ade Marup Wirasenjaya, S.IP., M.A, as the second thesis examiner during my proposal 

seminar, who has tested and provided many inputs that greatly assisted in the 

improvement of this thesis. 

4. Muhammad Zahrul Anam, S.Ag., M.Si, as the second thesis examiner during my final 

defense, who has tested and provided many inputs that greatly assisted in the 

improvement of this thesis. 



vi  

As I present this thesis, I acknowledge that it is not without its limitations. Therefore, 

criticism and suggestions from readers will be greatly beneficial for future improvements. 

However, I am confident that it offers a significant contribution to the understanding of 

Indonesia's response to the New Southbound Policy and the evolving relationship between 

the two nations. It is my sincere hope that this work will serve as a springboard for further 

research and inspire continued dialogue on this critical aspect of Southeast Asian diplomacy. 

With a heart full of gratitude, I present this thesis as a testament to the transformative power 

of academic exploration. 

Wassalamu’alaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh. 

 

Taiwan, July 5th, 2024 

Inaszahra Tsabitah 
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