
Investigating Challenges and Strategies in Writing Essay among EFL Students  

A Skripsi 

Submitted to Language Education Faculty as a Partial Fulfillment 

 of the Requirements for the Degree of 

Sarjana Pendidikan 

By:  

 

Doni Kurniawan 

20200810123 

English Language Education Department 

Language Education Faculty 

Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta 

2024 



Statement of The Authenticity 

 

I hereby  :  

Name   : Doni Kurniawan 

Student Number : 20200810123 

Study Program : English Language Education Department 

Faculty  : Faculty of Language Education 

University  : Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta 

 

Certify that this Skripsi entitled: “The Challenges and Strategies in Essay Writing among 

EFL Students” is certainly my work, and it does not consist of other people's work. I am entirely 

responsible for the content of this Skripsi. Others’ opinion findings included in this Skripsi are 

quoted by ethical standards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yogyakarta, 10 July 2024 

 

Doni Kurniawan 

NIM. 20200810123 



Acknowledgement 

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim. In the name of Allah, the most gracious, the most 

merciful. 

First,I would like to praise Allah SWT. The Lord of the most gracious and the most 

merciful for His blessing given to me during my study. Who has given me the opportunity, 

strength, fortune, and health so that I could complete this Skripsi. 

I would like to give my second appreciation to my beloved mother, Soimah who always 

checks my condition and supports me, my father, Kodiran who always reminds me to do prayers 

5 times and take care of my health. My brother, Aan Zahri who always been helping me in any 

situation and condition, etc. 

 My greatest appreciation and thanks go to my supervisor, Miss Maryam Sorohiti, S.S., 

M.Hsc. I greatly appreciated her valuable assistance, ideas, guidance, advice, and motivation so I 

could complete this Skripsi. May Allah always bless you and your family, Amen.  

 I would like to appreciate my research participation which is batch 2020 students of One 

of the Private University in Yogyakarta. Without their response, I cannot complete my Skripsi.  

 My greatest appreciation goes to all my friends from the 2020 batch of English Language 

Education Department of Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta. Moreover, I would like to 

thank all my best friends, Naufal Rizqi Yusron, Ahmad Nurrohim Ramadhan, Gustiawan, Ringgo 

Adi Wibowo, and Yogy Dony Rojabudin. 



 Finally, I would like to thank myself for doing all this hard work. I want to thank myself 

for never giving up. I want to thank myself for always being an independent person. I want to 

thank myself for trying everything possible. I want to thank myself for just always being me.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yogyakarta, 10 July, 2024 

 

Doni Kurniawan 

 

 



Table of Contents 

Approval Sheet ................................................................................................................ 2 

Table of Contents ............................................................................................................ 3 

Statement of The Authenticity ....................................................................................... 5 

Acknowledgement ........................................................................................................... 6 

Abstract ............................................................................................................................ 9 

Chapter One Introduction ........................................................................................... 10 

Background of the Study .................................................................................... 10 

Identification of the Problems ............................................................................. 12 

Delimitation of the Study .................................................................................... 13 

Research Questions ............................................................................................. 13 

Objectives of the Study ....................................................................................... 14 

Significance of the Study .................................................................................... 14 

Students ................................................................................................... 14 

           Teachers ................................................................................................... 15 

           Other researchers ..................................................................................... 15 

Organization of the chapters ............................................................................... 15 



Chapter Two Literature Review .................................................................................. 17 

Writing ................................................................................................................ 17 

Essay Writing ...................................................................................................... 18 

The Challenges in Essay Writing ........................................................................ 20 

Generating of Main Ideas........................................................................ 20 

Grammar Issues ...................................................................................... 21 

Lack of Vocabulary................................................................................. 21 

Error in Mechanics .................................................................................. 21 

Difficulties in Coherence and Cohesion ................................................. 22 

Difficulties in Choosing a Topic ............................................................. 22 

Difficulties in Writing Introduction ........................................................ 23 

Difficulties in Writing Conclusion.......................................................... 23 

Difficulties in Formulating Thesis Statement ......................................... 23 

The Strategy in Essay Writing ............................................................................ 24 

Drafting ................................................................................................... 24 

Corrective Feedback ............................................................................... 25 

Establishing a Clear Thesis Statement .................................................... 25 



Translation Tools .................................................................................... 26 

Grammar Checker ................................................................................... 26 

Choosing Familiar Topics to Develop the Essays .................................. 27 

Reading References ................................................................................ 28 

Review of Related Studies .................................................................................. 28 

Conceptual Framework ....................................................................................... 31 

Chapter Three Methodology ........................................................................................ 35 

            Research Design.................................................................................................. 35 

            Research Settings ................................................................................................ 37 

            Research Participants .......................................................................................... 37 

            Data Collection Method ...................................................................................... 39 

            Research Instrumen ............................................................................................. 40 

            Data Collection Procedure .................................................................................. 41 

            Data Analysis ...................................................................................................... 42 

                       Transcribing the data................................................................................ 42 

                       Member checking..................................................................................... 42 

                       Coding ...................................................................................................... 43 



            Trustworthiness ................................................................................................... 44 

Chapter Four Findings and Discussion....................................................................... 45 

            Challenges Faced by EFL Learners in Essay Writing ........................................ 46 

                        Difficulties in Unfamiliar Topic ............................................................. 46 

                        Difficulties in Applying the Correct Grammar ....................................... 47 

                        Difficulties in Determining the Hook Sentences .................................... 49 

                        Difficulties in Writing a Concluding Paragraph ..................................... 50 

                        Difficulties in Choosing the Rights English Words ................................ 52 

                        Difficulties in Maintaining Cohesion...................................................... 53 

                        Difficulties in Formulating the Main Ideas ............................................. 54 

                        Difficulties in Using Correct Mechanics ................................................ 56 

            Strategy to Overcome the Challenges in Essay Writing ..................................... 57 

                        Reading Other Essays ............................................................................. 57 

                        Using Translation Tools .......................................................................... 59 

                        Using Grammar Checker ........................................................................ 61 

                        Using Corrective Feedback from Teacher .............................................. 64 

                        Drafting ................................................................................................... 65 



Chapter Five Conclusion and Recomendation ........................................................... 67 

            Conclusion .......................................................................................................... 68 

            Recommendations ............................................................................................... 69 

                        For teachers ............................................................................................. 69 

                        For students ............................................................................................. 69 

                        For other researchers ............................................................................... 70 

References ...................................................................................................................... 71 

Appendix ........................................................................................................................ 78 


